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MINUTES 
HEALTH COMMISSION MEETING 

Tuesday, February 1, 2011, 4:00 p.m. 
101 GROVE STREET, ROOM 300 or ROOM 302 

San Francisco, CA  94102 
 
1) CALL TO ORDER 
 

Present:    Commissioner James Illig, President  
 Commissioner Edward A. Chow, Vice President  
 Commissioner Catherine Waters  

    Commissioner David J. Sanchez 
                               Commissioner Sonia E. Melara 
                               Commissioner Steven Tierney, Ed.D. 
                               Commissioner Margine Sako 
  
The meeting was called to order at 4:05pm. 
 
2) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE HEALTH COMMISSION MEETING OF JANUARY 18, 2011. 
Commissioner Chow asked Mr. Morewitz to correct the list of Commissioners who voted to table the Health 
Commission Elections. Commissioner Illig stated that Commissioner Melara should be added to the list who 
voted “yes.” 
   
 Action Taken:   The minutes of the meeting of January 4, 2011 were unanimously approved with the  
   correction noted. 
 
3) DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Barbara A. Garcia, Director of Health, gave the report which can be viewed at: 
http://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/insideDept/dirRpts/default.asp 
 
February is African-American History Month  
Two important events will be taking place in February to help us celebrate African-American History Month. 
The first is the Afrocentric Parenting Conference and the second is the Press Conference and Candlelight 
March planned for Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Week.   
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• 16th Annual Afrocentric Parenting Conference 
“From Girlhood to Womanhood to Motherhood:  Issues of Race and Stress that Impact the Birth Outcomes of 
African-American Women” is the theme for this year’s 16th annual Afrocentric Parenting Conference 
scheduled for Friday, February 4, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the West Bay Community Center, 1290 Fillmore St., 
San Francisco.  The morning keynote speaker is Dr. Angela Davis, discussing issues of race impacting Black 
women and the afternoon keynote speaker is Dr. Frank Staggers, Jr., who will talk about the effects of stress 
on the body and stress reduction techniques.  Paula Braveman, MD, Professor of  Family and Community 
Medicine and Director of the Center on Social Disparities at UCSF,  will be on hand to present a Black Infant 
Health Overview. 
 To register, e-mail bihevents@yahoo.com or call 415/776-4457.   
 

• Press Conference and Candlelight March Planned for Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Week 
Monday, February 7, 2011 is our nation’s 11th National Black HIV Awareness Day. In San Francisco, the AIDS 
Office and various community-based organizations will kick off National Black HIV Awareness Day at 5 p.m. on 
the steps of City Hall, followed by a candlelight march to the Western Addition.  The Commissioners and 
members of the public are encouraged to attend. 
For more information about the week’s activities and events, contact Vincent Fuqua, AIDS Office, 554-9073, 
Vincent.Fuqua@sfdph.org. 
 
2010 Registry Match Report for Chronic Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C Infection, and HIV 
 Recently the staff  in the Communicable Disease Control & Prevention Section who maintain  the Registry of 
Chronic Hepatitis  (both HBV and HCV) worked with the HIV Epidemiology staff to see if they could  link their 
respective registries.  The effort resulted in the first of its kind 2010 Registry Match Report for Chronic 
Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C Infection and HIV.  The Match Report is providing us a unique opportunity to describe 
the epidemiology of individuals living in San Francisco who are co-infected with viral hepatitis and HIV.  We are 
not looking just at co-morbidity, but also learning about the demographics of this cohort such as race and 
gender, as well as the risk factors for infection with HIV.  The data is also useful in identifying who is at risk, 
where our screening and prevention efforts will be most effective and, ultimately, help us provide better 
treatment.  The full report is posted on the website at http://www.sfcdcp.org/publications.html. 

DPH-HUH Permanent Supportive Housing Programs Awarded HUD Funding 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) recently awarded San Francisco $18.7 million 
in Continuum of Care grants to fund a variety of programs for homeless persons. DPH's Housing and Urban 
Health (HUH) Section received $1,192, 887 of San Francisco’s award for two of its permanent supportive 
housing programs: Direct Access to Housing (DAH) – Empress/Folsom Dore and DAH for Chronic Alcoholics.The 
recent award allows DAH – Empress/Folsom Dore to provide 88 units of permanent supportive housing to 
chronically homeless persons at two different sites.  
HUD support also allows DAH for Chronic Alcoholics, originally funded through HUD’s Housing for People Who 
are Homeless and Addicted to Alcohol initiative in 2005, to serve 62 unaccompanied adults with long-term, 
disabling addictions to alcohol. Both DAH programs have met with success since their inception, boasting high 
retention rates and improved health outcomes among tenants. Recently awarded funds will be available for 
each program’s 2011/12 HUD operating year and will be subject to renewal through the HUD McKinney Vento 
Continuum of Care application process. 
 
Tobacco Control Report Card 
San Francisco received a “B” on the American Lung Association 2010 State of Tobacco Control report card 
which graded every California city and county based on local tobacco control laws and regulations in effect as 
of January 2, 2011.  Grades are assigned based on three categories:  smoke-free outdoor air, smoke-free 
housing, and reducing sales of tobacco products.   San Francisco’s 2009 “C” grade was improved to a “B” 
thanks to the passage of a comprehensive second hand smoke ordinance that went into effect in October 
2010, expanding protection in outdoor dining, building entryways, farmers markets, service areas, and waiting 
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lines.  The new ordinance also banned smoking in enclosed common areas of multi-unit dwellings.  Out of the 
ten California cities with the largest populations, only San Francisco and Oakland received “B’s” and none 
received an “A”.   
 
While California received an “A” for its smoke-free air policies, it got an overall “F” due to its inadequate 
funding of tobacco prevention and control programs, poor coverage of smoking cessation treatments and 
services, and its low 87 cent/pack cigarette tax which now ranks 33rd in the nation.  The national average is 
$1.45. 
 
Stop Smoking Program Referrals begin using E-Scheduler 
In November 2010, the Health Commission recognized a team of employees from Community Health 
Prevention and Promotion and Community Oriented Primary Care (COPC)  for their work developing a 
standardized tobacco use assessment and referral protocol that incorporated existing technology from the 
Lifetime Clinical Record (LCR)  and e-referral systems. 

Staff from the Tobacco Free Project worked with the Center for Innovation in Access and Quality at SFGH to 
develop the policies and procedures for the  e-referral system. The e-scheduler component of the e-referral 
system was launched during January. Through it, providers can refer identified smokers to seven available on-
site stop smoking programs coordinated by the Tobacco Free Project  Stop Smoking Program.  Stop smoking 
classes are available in English, Chinese, Spanish and Russian. 

 
SFUSD High School Students to Try Out Grab n Go Breakfasts  
Last week, the California Department of Education awarded $108,606 to the San Francisco Unified School 
District (SFUSD) to roll out a Grab n Go Breakfast model in nine high schools.  The Department’s 
Environmental Health section was the lead agency in this effort and worked with SFUSD Student Nutrition 
Services to submit applications for Breakfast Expansion Grants. 
Breakfast Expansion Grant funds will be used to purchase mobile Points of Service, food carts, and marketing 
and outreach materials.  Environmental Health will work with Student Nutrition Services to get the program up 
and running and then evaluate it.  For more information, contact Paula Jones, paula.jones@sfdph.org.  
 
Medical Student Family Donates Organs 
The Commissioners will recall the news surrounding UCSF fourth year medical student Joe Hernandez, who 
was transported to SFGH in critical condition on January 9.  Sadly, he did not survive. What makes his death 
more poignant is that Joe Hernandez was an organ donor.  Working closely with the Hernandez family and the 
CA Transplant Donor Network, SFGH surgeons were able to complete the organ donation process.  We are 
extraordinarily grateful to the Hernandez family who, even during their time of grief, allowed this 
compassionate act on behalf of their son.  If you have not already done so, I urge the Commissioners and 
members of the public to join the seven million Californians who have signed up to be an organ and tissue 
donor.  You can do this on-line at www.donateLIFEcalifornia.org or check “yes” at the DMV when renewing 
your license. 
 
Medical Cannabis Operating Permit Suspended  
In response to a fire that started in the office of Nor-Cal Herbal Relief Patient's Cooperative at 1545 Ocean Ave, 
fire officials discovered an illegal cannabis growing operation run by the Cooperative in the upstairs residential 
unit of the building. At a subsequent DPH hearing, the operating permit was suspended for 30 days, which is 
the maximum suspension allowed under the Health Code. The facility may reopen after 30 days if all violations 
have been corrected. The cooperative is hopeful that they will be able to correct all violations within the 30 
day suspension and continue to serve their members. 
 
Public Health Lab Awarded Grant 
The San Francisco Department of Public Health Lab, located at 101 Grove St., was awarded  
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$33,000 by the Association for Public Health Laboratories to investigate the expanded use of molecular tests 
for tuberculosis.  
 
PUC Grant for LHH 
Laguna Honda has been awarded a $600,000 water conservation grant from the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission.  The hospital will use the grant to make landscape improvements to its front lawn and to add a 
walking path in the Betty Sutro Meadow in the Clarendon Valley.  The landscaping projects are being designed 
to decrease water use and provide greater resident and community access to open areas on the campus. 
 
City College Partnership 
The opening of the new Laguna Honda Hospital facility has enhanced our relationship with many community 
organizations.  This has been especially true with Laguna Honda’s partnership with City College of San 
Francisco.   Instructors from CCSF are now teaching Tai Chi, exercise, painting, and ceramics on the Laguna 
Honda campus.  The classes are open to all San Francisco residents.  Activity Therapist Alice Wong is managing 
the collaboration. 
 
DPH Participates in AHA 2020 Task Force for Cardiovascular Health  
On January 25, the American Heart Association launched its regional 2020 Task Force. The goal of the task 
force is to improve cardiovascular health by 20%  by 2020, with an emphasis  on addressing the protective 
factors of healthy eating and physical activity. Christina Goette, Community Health Promotion and Prevention, 
represented DPH at the meeting. She was asked to present to the group on the impact the environment has on 
individuals' choices. She also shared Shape Up SF's Rethink Your Drink campaign to reduce consumption of 
sweetened beverages and Southeast Food Access Working Group's efforts to increase access to healthy food in 
the BVHP. 
 
Curtis Chan, MD, Appointed MCAH Medical Director 
Please join me in welcoming Curtis Chan, MD, MPH, as the new Medical Director for Maternal, Child & 
Adolescent Health.  Dr. Chan served as Medical Epidemiologist for Communicable Disease Control and 
Prevention from 2005-06, before serving as Assistant Health Officer for San Mateo County from 2006-10 
where his focus was community health promotion and chronic disease prevention.   He has also maintained 
clinical practice by providing primary care at UCSF, precepting at SFGH Children's Health Center, and providing 
newborn/inpatient care at St Luke’s.    Dr. Chan completed medical school, a pediatrics residency, and a 
preventive medicine residency at UCSF.  Dr. Chan envisions collaborating with colleagues and community 
partners to build programs and policies that transform San Francisco into the world’s healthiest city for 
children.   You can find him at the Maternal, Child and Adolescent Health Section, 30 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 
260, (415) 575-5672.   
 
Bhatia Participates in White House Council on Environmental Quality 

On December 15th, 2010, the Obama administration hosted a daylong symposium on Environmental Justice 
programs aimed at improving the health and environmental integrity of the nation’s often-neglected poorer 
communities. The forum, organized by the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), included 
representatives from major federal agencies and focused on green jobs, healthy neighborhoods and 
communities, and climate change adaptation.  Speakers included Environmental Protection Agency 
administrator Lisa P. Jackson, Attorney General Eric Holder, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, Secretary of 
Labor Hilda Solis, Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius, and Secretary of Homeland 
Security Janet Napolitano.  Rajiv Bhatia, MD, Director of Environmental Health section, was invited by CEQ to 
attend the forum and share lessons from the Department’s healthy urban planning initiatives during the 
Healthy Communities and Place-Based Initiatives Session.   
 
Ms. Garcia noted that the Commissioners received a memo at the meeting (Attachment A) that gives a brief 
update on health care reform.  
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4) GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
5) FINANCE AND PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT  
Commissioner Steven Tierney, Chair stated that the Committee approved the monthly Contracts report and 
two separate contracts to be brought to the full Commission for approval. The Committee heard updates on 
the status of Lyon-Martin Health C enter and the impending closure of Positive Directions Equals Change. In 
addition, CPMC gave a quarterly update and Gregg Sass, DPH Chief Financial Officer, gave presentations on the 
4th Quarter Financial Report and the DPH 5-Year budget process. 
 
           Action Taken:     The Contracts Report was unanimously approved. 
 
           Action Taken:     The Contracts with TP Windows, Inc. and Zylmira Ivonne Garcia were unanimously  
                                         approved. 
 
6) ELECTION OF HEALTH COMMISSION OFFICERS 
 
           Action Taken:    The Health Commissioners unanimously elected Commissioner Melara as Vice President  
                                        of the Health Commission. 
 
            Action Taken:   The Health Commissioners unanimously elected Commissioner Tierney as President of  
                                        the Health Commission.  
 
The Commissioners commended and thanked Commissioner Illig and Commissioner Chow for their leadership 
and service during the past year.   
 
7) RESOLUTION HONORING FLORENCE STROUD 
Commissioner Waters read the draft resolution (Attachment B).  
 
Commissioner Chow made a motion to amend the draft resolution changing the word “implementation” to 
“inauguration” in the sentence, “The Health Commission acknowledges and honors Florence Stroud for her 
lifelong commitment and dedication to improving the lives of others through her invaluable public health 
work; and supports the inauguration of the Annual Florence Stroud Conference Series,” 
 
Commissioners Chow, Illig and Sanchez reflected on the many contributions that Ms. Stroud made to the San 
Francisco public health communities.  
 
              Action Taken:  The revised resolution was unanimously passed. 
 
8) BUDGET UPDATE 
Gregg Sass, Chief Financial Officer made the presentation.  
 
The following are highlights of the discussion o f this item: 
 
The term “structural costs” is a catch-all phrase used for items like premium pay, overtime pay and/or step 
increases for staff. 
 
In regard to backfilling grant-funded positions when the grants expire, Mr. Sass stated that the DPH considers 
each situation separately; prior to applying for funding of a grant, the DPH staff discusses how the grant-
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funded services fit into the service system and the impact if the service is funded and then closed when the 
grant ends.  
 
The administration overhead allowances on DPH grants funds staff working in DPH grants management and 
other DPH administrative positions.  
 
Commissioner Comments/Follow-Up: 
Commissioner Chow stated that it is important to distinguish the different types of grants: those that assist in 
delivering services that are necessary; time-specific grants that fund a service for a specific period of time; and 
grants that fund experimental paradigms to explore new models of care. If these models work, the 
Commission and the DPH would like to find a way to fund the more effective service models.  
 
Commissioner Melara stated that City government needs to be better educated about the benefits of receiving 
federal grants. These grants usually require some contribution from the General Fund to augment the federally 
funded services but the impact is exponentially effective.  
 
Commissioner Tierney stated that budget issues will continue to be discussed further at future Finance and 
Planning Committee meetings.  
 
9) LAGUNA HONDA HOSPITAL (LHH)TRANSITION UPDATE 
Mivic Hirose, Executive Administrator, gave the presentation which reviewed the goals and outcomes of the 
Laguna Honda Hospital resident move during December, 2010. 
 
Commissioner Tierney asked Ms. Hirose to elaborate on the method of training for the volunteers and staff 
who assisted with the move. Ms. Hirose stated that Bill Frazier who oversees the LHH volunteer services 
activities, coordinated several trainings prior to and on the morning of the move. In addition to LHH staff, 
volunteers included UCSF School of Nursing, City College, and San Francisco State University nursing students 
in addition to several retired LHH nurses.  
 
Commissioner Illig commended Ms. Hirose and the LHH staff for the successful move. He asked for the reasons 
why LHH has shifted residents from eating three meals at the galleys. Ms. Hirose stated that because so many 
new procedures and systems have been introduced as part of the move, residents and staff have needed more 
time to acclimate before reintroducing  galley dining for three meals a day. Prior to the move, residents had 
dined at their beds and therefore, getting them out of bed and to the galley for each meal is a significant 
change. Currently, residents are eating in the galleys once a day for lunch; in upcoming months, breakfast and 
dinner galley dining will be reintroduced.  
 
10) JAIL HEALTH SERVICES UPDATE 
Joe Goldenson M.D., Director introduced other Jail Health Services (JHS) Executive Staff present: Frank Patt, 
JHS Deputy Director, Tanya Weisheit, Deputy Director of Jail Psychiatric Services, and Kate Monico-Klein, 
Director of the Forensic AIDS Project.   Dr. Goldenson made the presentation. 
 
The following are highlights of the discussion of this item: 
 

• Approximately ninety percent of the San Francisco County jail inmates are San Francisco 
residents. 

• There are approximately 20,000 individuals who are incarcerated in the County jails throughout 
each year.  The jails hold approximately 2,000 individuals on any given day. 

• There are two patterns regarding the general average length of incarceration: one group is 
generally released within a few days and the other stays an average of five or six months.  

• There a fifty percent recidivism rate. 
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• The Jails currently do not have the resources to thoroughly treat and link inmates to the 
substance abuse services they need. However, methadone is provided to inmates through a 
contract with the Bayview Hunter’s Point Foundation. 

• There are not adequate resources to implement discharge planning for the general population 
(without HIV or mental health issues). 

• Eligible Inmates are not signed up for Health San Francisco while they are incarcerated because 
there are not staff available and because Healthy San Francisco prefers that people take the first 
step to sign-up on their own which results in provider appointments being used more efficiently.  

• JHS is not accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 
because the Sheriff’s Department is not able to meet the standards for exercise and recreation.  

• JHS will be linked to Eclinical in a future phase of the project. 
 
Commissioner Comments/Follow-Up 
Commissioner Waters stated that she and Commissioner Illig took a tour of the Jails and were both pleased 
with the range of innovative and high quality services offered to inmates. Dr. Goldenson invited the other 
Commissioners to take a tour sometime in the near future.  
 
Commissioner Tierney commended JHS and Jail Psychiatric Services for the very low rate of only one suicide in 
the last seven years.  
 
Commissioner Sako requested an ongoing update on which divisions and units are getting linked to Eclinical.  
 
Commissioner Sako also expressed concern in hearing that the JHS client population continues to be 
considerably sicker than the general San Francisco population and suggested that the Commission consider 
looking at this issue for a future policy discussion.  
 
Commissioner Tierney thanked Dr. Goldenson for the presentation and for the ongoing effective work with the 
jail population. 
 
11) OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
Commissioner Illig, who chaired the 1/25/11 Laguna Honda (LHH) JCC meeting, stated that at the meeting, 
the Committee heard a preview of the presentation on the LHH Transition Update. It also discussed the 
revised Gift Fund policy which will be an item on the 3/1/11 full Commission agenda. Commissioner Sako 
volunteered to work with the LHH staff to format Gift Fund updates for future LHH JCC meeting 
presentations. 
 
Commissioner Illig also recognized the San Francisco State Masters of Social Work students in attendance.  
 
 COMMITTEE AGENDA SETTING 
There was no discussion of this item. 
 
12) CLOSED SESSION 
 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERSONNEL ISSUES, DIRECTOR OF HEALTH, BARBARA A.GARCIA 
AND HEALTH COMMISSION EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, MARK MOREWITZ. 
 

 D) Reconvene in Open Session 
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  Action Taken:  The Commission voted not to disclose matters discussed in closed session. 
 
13) ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:36pm. 
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(Attachment A) 
 
To:  James Illig, President and 
  Members of the San Francisco Health Commission 
 
Through: Barbara Garcia, Director of Health  
 
From:  Tangerine Brigham, Deputy Director of Health and Director of Healthy San Francisco 
 
Re:  Health Reform Update – Ruling of U.S. District Court Judge Vinson 
 
Date:  February 1, 2011 

The following provides an update of implementation of federal Health Reform law in light of the January 31, 
2011 ruling of U.S. District Court Judge Roger Vinson (Northeastern District of Florida).   
 
The ruling does not change the federal Health Reform law.  Implementation of the law continues and the 
Obama Administration has indicated that it will appeal Judge Vinson’s decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals.  
The State of California has indicated that it continues to implement Health Reform based on the current law. 
 
The Federal Lawsuit (Northeastern District of Florida) 
On the same day that President Obama signed The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act as amended by 
the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010 into law on March 23, 2010, the State of Florida filed 
a federal lawsuit challenging its unconstitutionality (Case No.: 3:10-cv-91-RV/EMT).   
 
It was joined in the lawsuit by 25 other states (initially 19 and later 6 others), two private citizens and the 
National Federation of Independent Business.  The 26 states are Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, 
Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming. 
 
The case was assigned to Judge Vinson who, on January 31, 2011, ruled on two counts: 

1. that the individual mandate component of Health Reform is unconstitutional and  
2. that entire Health Reform law is unconstitutional. 

Judge Vinson’s ruling is more sweeping in that it considers the entire law to be void even though his decision 
found only the individual mandate provision constitutional.  Judge Vinson did not grant plaintiffs’ request to 
suspend implementation of Health Reform or to strike the Medicaid expansion provisions of Health Reform.   
 
Other Court Rulings and Likely U.S. Supreme Court Review  
In addition to Judge Vinson’s ruling, 15 other federal district courts have been asked to rule on the 
constitutionality of the Health Reform Law: 
• 12 courts dismissed the challenges,  
• 2 courts held that the individual mandate did not violate the Commerce Clause in Liberty Univ., Inc. v. 

Geithner (Western District of Virginia) and Thomas More Law Center v. Obama (Eastern District of 
Michigan) and  

• 1 court held that the individual mandate violated the Commerce Clause in Virginia v. Sebelius (Eastern 
District of Virginia).   [The Obama Administration has indicated that it is also appealing this decision.]   

 
It is anticipated that the legality and constitutionality of Health Reform will be taken up by the U.S. Supreme 
Court irrespective of any decision rendered by a U.S. Court of Appeals because: (1) any ruling of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals will likely be appealed, (2) the conflicting U.S. District Court rulings and (3) Health Reform impacts a 
significant number of Americans.   
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Status of the Health Reform  
The Health Reform law is still in effect.  The Obama Administration has indicated its belief that Judge Vinson’s 
ruling is “well out of the mainstream of judicial opinion,” “judicial overreaching” and at “odds with establish 
Supreme Court law.”  The Obama Administration has indicated that it will appeal Judge Vinson’s decision to 
the U.S. Court of Appeals.  It is also appealing the decision in Virginia v. Sebelius.   
 
In mid-January 2011 Republican leadership in the U.S. House of Representatives passed legislation to repeal 
Health Reform.  This was largely viewed as symbolic since the legislation is not expected to pass the U.S. 
Senate and, if it did pass, would be vetoed by President Obama. Judge Vinson’s ruling will likely add fuel to this 
Republican effort. 
 
In addition, it has been reported that legislation may be introduced in Congress that would allow states to 
obtain exemptions from Health Reform's Medicaid expansion, the individual health coverage requirement and 
the employer-sponsored coverage mandate.  Needless to say, if these were to pass and were enacted, the 
Health Reform law would be effectively gutted.   

 
California Response to Ruling 
Diana Dooley, Secretary of the California Health and Human Services Agency, has stated that the State will 
continue to prepare for Health Reform based on the current law. 
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(Attachment B) 
 

HEALTH COMMISSION 
City and County of San Francisco 

Resolution No.  02-11 
 

HONORING AND ACKNOWLEDGING FLORENCE STROUD 
 
WHEREAS, Florence Stroud, registered nurse, professor, public health researcher and administrator,  
was a groundbreaking Bay Area public health leader who championed the needs of the poor and 
People of Color;  
WHEREAS, Ms. Stroud twice served as interim Director of the San Francisco Department of Public 
Health; 
WHEREAS, the following is a summary of some of her other accomplishments: 

• She was the first African American to serve as Health Director of the City of Berkeley; 

• She taught nursing at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF) and was appointed head 
nurse of pediatrics at UCSF; she conducted research on health disparities and taught cultural 
sensitivity to health professionals; 

• She was Deputy Director of the San Francisco Department of Public Health Community Health 
Services during the extremely complex and difficult early years of the HIV epidemic; she authored 
critical guidelines for the prevention of prenatal HIV transmission and the care of mothers, 
children and infants infected with HIV; 

• She was the first registered nurse appointed to the Medical Board of California; 

• She was former President of the California Board Medical Quality Assurance and Division of 
Licensing; 

• She served as chairwoman of the California State Black Health Conference and the Berkeley 
Mental Health Advisory Board; 

• She was Director of the Western Addition Early Childhood Education Project; 

WHEREAS, Florence Stroud died on November 16, 2007;  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Health Commission acknowledges and honors 
Florence Stroud for her lifelong commitment and dedication to improving the lives of others through 
her invaluable public health work; and supports the inauguration of the Annual Florence Stroud 
Conference Series; and, be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the San Francisco Health Commission conveys its heartfelt condolences to 
her family. 

 

I hereby certify that the San Francisco Health Commission at its meeting of February 1, 2011 adopted the 
foregoing resolution. 

 

____________________________________________ 
Mark Morewitz,  
Executive Secretary to the Health Commission 
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